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CROWFIELD (Residence)

Summerville Vieinity, Berkley County, South Carolira ¢

Owner; West Virginie Pulp and Paper Company, Peoples Offioce
Building, Charleston, S8outh Carolina

Date of Ereotion: o. 1730

Architect:
Builder: Williem Middleton (owner)

Present Condition: DPortions of the exterior walls and chimneys are
still standing up to the second floor level.
The interior brick partition walls are gone
above the first flogr level., The existing
walls are still in scund cendition. The only
woodwork remaining is the head of the frame
of one door and two windows and portions of
first floor framing.

Number of Stories: (At present) basement and portions of first
story.

Materiale of Copstruction: Exterior and intericr partition walls
brick. Flemish bond with glazed headers
on KNorth and South Elevations, English
bend on Esst and West Elevations.

Quoins and belt course are stuoco.

Other Existing Records: HNone known.

Additional Data: The original grant was made in the year 1701 %o
John Berringer, who cams from Barbadoes. In
1722 it was conveyed to Arthur Middleton, later
President of the Cowmecil and Govermnor.

His eldest son, who soquired the estate in
1729, built the "fine Capital Brick Mension,”
surrounding it with extensive and elsborate
gardens that soon were famous in Europe. 7

The name Crowfield was taken from a Middleten
seat, Crowfield IHall, in County Suffolk, England.

As lete as 1888, having withstood the earth=
queke, the heavy walls of the ancient "Capital
Brick Mansion" stood intsct as high as the eaves
of the old roof. The wocdwork was gone, roof,
stairways snd floers, but the walls, beth interior
and exterior, were in such perfect state of preser-
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vation that the house might easily have besn restored to its original
form and beauty. The titenic works that have defied time prove
Crowfield to have been the most exbensive and elsborate garden in
early Carolina, probebly in Amerieca. (Carolina Gardens, author

E. T. Ho Shaffer: 1939.)

"The house stands & mile from, but in sight of the road, end
mekes 8 very handsome appearsnce. Next a spacious Basin in the
midet of a large Green presents itself as you enter the gate that
leads to the house Wil is nestly finish@, the rooms well contrived
and Elegantly furnished. From the back doer is a spscious walk a
thousand feet long: each side of wS neerest the house is & grass
plot ornemented in & Serpentine msnner with Flowere, next to that
is = & thicket of tall young live oaks, - Opposite on the left hand
is 8 large squere boling green, sunk & little below the level of
the rest of the garden, with a walk quite roumd composed of a double
row of fine, large flowering Laurel and Catelpas - come to the
bottom of the charming spott where is a larpge fish pond with a
mount rising out of the middle the top of wh¥¥ is level with the
dwelling fouse, and upon it a roman temple, on each side of this
are other large fish ponds properly disposed, which form u fine
prospect of water from the House, 3Beyond this are the smiling
fields dressed in Vivid green.” (Description of Crowfield in a
letter written by Elize Luecas, c. 1744: Elize Pinckney, author
Harriet Horry Ravenel.)
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¥ settled on Goose Creek in
Lhe efoltaontA ceﬂbu,,. In L7& 3, Azdﬂur #iddleton of
"The Gale?, son o o ol the Crouncell wes
Act Govarnor of the Frovince an bl o
gon Willianm a felv-zgired »lantetion tear fls ows
siraie weans to Loorove 14, This silice was tren nened
"0rowiield®, aftaer an Bnulish oromerty of thely familyv'e.

T, ns P

Williism icdéleton cwrried slter be received "Oraw-
fiela", znd wroceeded =t once bte tie bellding of tie
iCeoital mausion . . with twelve socd roous with firenlsces
in eacl: besides four in the basenont wite firenlacesh.

The "elegans porden o o o o thensively leia owd with
Figh Ponds end Conels sunerior to enything of the xindd

in the Low Country. Enough of the "Cazital rznsion! re-

raadneg to sheow $hat the front and recr walls were la1d un
izt red siretchers and 2laged
blue. ithin the nogse, nlan
, g ¢lses Coand the wrlor chimney stiill shows
the scars of its tile lining, now £11 onlucked off and

carriad away., "orowfisld! is one of the most vivid
illwstratinae of the changes thet czme over the Low

Country in 1ts first century of life, for herdly was it
Tinished when it begen to decline. In 1753, William
Hiddieton £0ld it and remcved to its nanesale in Suffoll,
vrere his eldest son remained to hecone an . &, and & dbaronesd.
Two nf his song came beel to live at "Crowfield!:, one of thew
houpht the w»luce back in 173%. The Hidoletons “ent
"Crowfiele" for nore than a century thereafter. The house
and gerdens were nllowed to go gradually to ruin slong with
Phe worofitable filelds that surrounded tiha.

-

Crowfiela Hall stood four oiles from the Parish
Church.

L3

ne

Bivliography: Stoney, Sawuel Gaillardé — Plentations of &
South Carclins Low Lcun_Ai Charleston,
Corolinn Arit Associstion, 1938

/Z%MM

Lo LA,




